it is but as they are given to wine; for perils commonly
ask to be paid in pleasures. There is in man's nature a
secret inclination, and motion, towards love of others;
which, if it be not spent upon some one, or a few, doth
naturally spread itself towards many, and maketh men
become humane, and charitable; as it is seen sometimes
in friars. Nuptial love maketh mankind; friendly love
perfecteth it; but wanton love corrupteth, and imbaseth it.

BACON (Essays)

Those that have loved longest love best. A sudden blaze
of kindness may by a single blast of coldness be extin-
guished, but that fondness which length of time has con-
nected with many circumstances and occasions, though
it may for a while be suppressed by disgust or resentment,
with or without a cause, is hourly revived by accidental
recollection. To those who have lived long together, every
thing heard and every thing seen recalls some pleasure
communicated, or some benefit conferred, some petty
quarrel, or some slight endearment. Esteem of great
powers, or amiable qualities newly discovered, may
embroider a day or a week, but a friendship of twenty
years is interwoven with the texture of life. A friend may
be often found and lost, but an old friend never can be
found, and nature has provided that he cannot easily be
lost.

SAMUEL JOHNSON (Letters)

Love comes  suddenly and spontaneously,  through
temperament or through weakness. A sudden beauty
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